
September/ October 2019 Olentangy Orange’s Parent Newsletter Volume 11, Issue 01

STARTING A NEW TRADITION
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Across OLSD, things are 
changing. No, not just a new logo-
much deeper than that. During 
the first two hours of the first two 
days of school, students went to 
homebases and class meetings. 
There, they indulged in different 
activites and learned about many 
things pertaining to the school.

The principals from 
each building were given 
the opportunity to choose 
the activities their students 
participated in. Principal Trond 
Smith put together a committee 
including about one-fourth of the 
staff. One of the members on the 
board was English teacher Laurie 
Repko.

“Student anxiety is up.  And the 
number of transfers and move-
ins across buildings who might 
not even know what classes 
they have, much less where they 
are!  We also need to recognize 
everyone’s need to get back into 
the swing of things. We have a 
few days to regroup with our 
colleagues and now the kids do 
too,” Repko said.

In the classrooms, students 
filled out worksheets consisting 
of many questions; one of which 
was a step-by-step process of 
how to maintain and eventually 
achieve an appropriate goal for 
oneself.

“One major thing I took away 
from the activities was that I need 
to remind myself of certain goals 
to get where I want to be at the 
end of the school year,” junior 
Reese Miller said.

For freshmen specifically, 
these activities helped make the 
students feel more comfortable 
and welcomed in a new school 
setting. There seemed to be fewer 
panicked freshmen roaming the 
halls those first few days.

“The activities showed me 
that this school really cares for 
everyone and that even if you don’t 
do sports there is still a way to get 
involved in something you enjoy,” 
freshman Carley Phillips said.

However, this new concept was 
not all smooth sailing. Students 
had to sit in a chair, engaged, 
focused and quiet, when chances 
are, most students hadn’t woken 
up before 10 a.m. all summer. The 
transition back into the school 
routine was a little more rough 
than intended.

“I think it was a bit dry for the 
kids. This all varies on the teacher 
though too. If someone didn’t 
make it interesting or purposeful, 
then it wasn’t,” Repko said.

Although the experience may 
have been a tad rough for some 
students, others found it quite 
beneficial.

“This was a great way to get kids 
motivated about the new school 
year and to acclimate freshmen 

to a new school environment while 
allowing all students to ease back 
into school,” Miller said.

This new activity will be carried 
on as a new tradition throughout 
the years for the students to come. 
Things can only get better and 
improve from here. The underlying 
message for this new custom is 
too important to not be continued.

“I want students to take away 
that we care about them as 
human beings. We are here to help 
them grow regardless of where 
they begin.  And we give them a 
place in which to do that so they 
can leave here better and stronger 
than when they came, ready to 
deliver their gifts to the world and 
make it theirs,” Repko said.
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PIONEERS

The school is focusing on the concept 
of CREST and carrying it out through 
the school year. The faculty put 
together a PowerPoint for students to 
watch during class assemblies. “Staff 
met two times before school let out to 
discuss what our roles in should be,” 
English teacher Laurie Repko said.



FrontIer

journalism programs expand and improve

The

news | 2

THINGS ARE CHANGING

As the world of journalism 
evolves, it effects everything 
ranging from the audience, to the 
type of publications, all the way to 
the environment. In today’s day 
and age, journalism needs to be 
quick. It needs to reach everyone 
and everything as successfully 
and efficiently as possible. 

That being said, the journalism 
world inside of the school walls are 
changing as well. New things are 
in store for journalism at Orange 
as it increases in not only size but 
in potential as well.

  YEARBOOK

Since the building has opened 
in 2008, Balfour has been it’s 
partner in helping to produce the 
book each year. However this year, 
it’s all changing.

“I had been with Balfour for my 
entire yearbook advising career, so 
I was curious to see what another 
company offers. We also wanted 
to make the buying process for 
yearbooks easier than what it was 
last year. Walsworth’s summer 
camp had more opportunities 
for the editors as well,” Yearbook 

adviser and journalism teacher 
Kari Phillips said.

With a change in companies 
comes a whole new environment. 
Students need to learn the ways 
of the new software and produce 
something great with it.

“We were hoping that with 
the change in companies, we 
would have had better, more 
consistent, support from our sales 
representative and it also gave us 
an opportunity to see how other 
software is ran. It turned out it was 
much easier to use than the old 
software,” yearbook co editor-in-
chief and senior Payton Kaufman 
said.

BROADCAST

The previous broadcast studio 
location was a sort of small closet 
in the English wing. It has now 
moved to a full size classroom with 
enough space for new equipment 
to take the studio to the next level.

“Our older space had some fire 
safety issues, things that would 
be fine in a corporate studio, but 
not so great in a school setting.  
When discussing things across 
the district, my old classroom 
was chosen as the location, 
but renovations were needed,” 
Broadcast adviser and English 
teacher Brian Nicola said.

With the new studio along came, 
new cameras, teleprompters, 
televisions, and an audio mixer 
board. The new space allows for 
many journalism related forums to 
be united, including the new radio 
station.

“The district covered moving 
our original space, erecting the 
control room wall, lighting grid 
and set/desk. Our broadcast 
fundraising through the yearly 
telethon was substantial, and 
when combined with help from 
technology, we were able to get 

most of what we wanted,” Nicola 
said.

WEB

WEB journalism was introduced 
last year as a class giving students 
the opportunity to explore different 
publications along with different 
styles of journalism. These include; 
OSL, courier online, the frontier, and 
news prep.

“With the new editor positions, 
this year was the first year that the 
class could have any returners or 
veteran members after running the 
class in its pilot year, last year. So, 
it became obvious the gaps that 
needed to be filled with specific 
leadership positions after the first 
year of the course,” Phillips said.

With it’s growing popularity 
and past feedback, the course 
has added editor roles to the 
publications to improve the 
individual efficiency of the media.

“I decided to become an editor 
because it is a great way to learn 
about how publications work, and 
practice for any future opportunities 
in college or the real world. It gives 
me more opportunities to practice 
and share my graphic designs and 
is a good way learn how to handle 
a leadership role,” Courier Online 
editor and senior Athena Heckman 
said.
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Tannor L. and Ethan H. produce a show 
every week. Both students are a part of 
broadcast and wanted to be included 
in WPLP as well. “I love doing the radio 
show with Ethan because we have 
a lot of fun and talk sports ‘With your 
Favorite Pioneers’,” Tannor L. said.

Students are given the freedom to 
talk about whatever they choose. 
Alexander S. brought guests onto 
his show every Thursday. “It’s cool 
that I am able to host my own show,” 
Alexander S. said.

Photo credits: Maggie Van Fleet
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New powerschool fees
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Parents might find an extra 
charge in their PowerSchool when 
paying with a credit card this year. 
This is not a mistake: it’s a new 
convenience fee for the usage of 
that card. 

Olentangy Local Schools 
treasurer Emily Hatfield explained 
the fees and why they were 
implemented. 

“We made the decision to 
no longer absorb these costs 
in order to redirect the funds to 
other purposes that align with 
our mission statement,” she said, 
and added, “The district has paid 
nearly $700,000 over the past four 
years for this service.”

However, some parents are 

not taking kindly to this fee. 
Orange parent Ian Braun, father of 
sophomore Madelyn Braun, was 
outraged at the fees.

He said parents, “should not 
be responsible for merchant fees, 
developer fees, or food cost due to 

their poor budgeting.” 
While he was not pleased by 

the fees, Monica Larsen, mother of 
sophomore Sorina Larsen, thought 
they were fair.

Larsen said that she, “has 
friends in other districts who also 
have to pay the fee,” so it’s not only 
Olentangy that requires this.

A quick alternative to 
PowerSchool is to simply have the 
child bring in money periodically, 
but that clogs up the lunch line. 
If students are worried about 
holding up lines or angering 
people, sophomore Caleb Staten 
had an idea to avoid that situation. 

He said to bring the money 
in during breakfast, because, 
“Putting it in when it is breakfast is 
faster and saves time since it is in 
the beginning of the day.” 

passing the baton

Buck Weaver passes the baton 
to Brett Diehl as he takes over the 
position of Orange’s new athletic 
director.

Weaver has been the athletic 
director for the building since the 
school year of 2017. As Diehl steps 
in, he welcomes a brand new 
chapter.

Q: Why did you choose to take 
the position of the new AD?

A: My previous position allowed 
me to gain experience working with 
athletes and I thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience.  I wanted to make 
a different impact on young 
adults, beyond the classroom 
setting, and continue working with 
athletes, which ultimately led me 
to becoming an athletic director.  

Q: What was your previous 

position?
A: The previous seven years I 

spent at Berkshire Middle School 
teaching seventh grade math and 
serving as the athletic director.

Q: What are some differences 
between your current and previous 
position?

A: The biggest differences 
between the middle school and 
high school is the number of 
sports and athletes has increased 
drastically.  I am also able to focus 
solely on the athletic director 
position here at the high school.

Q: What background/ 
credentials were required for this 
new position?

A: My experience serving as 
the athletic director at Berkshire 
helped to prepare me for the high 
school position.  I was also able to 
learn from Mr. Betz and Mr. Weaver 

to better prepare myself for this 
new role.

Q: What are your goals for the 
athletic department now that you 
are in charge?

A: To sustain the current culture 
that has been in place here at 
Orange and also make upgrades 
to the facilities here at Orange.  

Q: Why did you begin teaching?
A: Right after I graduated high 

school, I started coaching high 
school football and realized that I 
wanted to continue working with 
young adults. 
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make way for the new AD

New Athletic Director Brett Diehl

“

“

“We made the 
decision to no 

longer absorb these 
costs in order to 

redirect the funds 
to other purposes 
that align with our 

mission statement,” 
Olentangy Local 

Schools treasurer 
Emily Hatfield said.
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    Balancing school and sports
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Student athletes are faced 
with the challenge of how to find 
a balance between school and 
sports, and it can leave some 
athletes feeling like they have to 
choose between the two.

Sports can take up a lot of 
time on top of school work, which 
leaves little free time.

“My life is just volleyball and 
schoolwork,” sophomore and 
athlete Eve Dickerson said.

Many students play sports or 
participate in extracurriculars, 
which takes up a lot of time.

“Excelling in athletics and 
academics takes a lot of time 
and discipline,” English teacher 
and assistant basketball coach 
Kyle Higgins said.

An estimated 55 percent of 
students play sports, about half 
of students are challenged with 
balancing these two with their 
daily lives.

“7.6 million students” play sports 
across the country, according to 
U.S. News.

A lot of people learn useful 
skills through sports, they are 
able to use these skills and aply 
them to other parts of their life.
Time management and planning 
ahead are an important part of 
being a student athlete. Playing a 
school sport can be challenging, 
and many people struggle to 
balance both equally. 

“Playing a school sport 
really teaches you life skills like 
responsibility” and helps with 
“learning how you are as a person 

and enhancing those skills,” 
sophomore and baseball player 
Nick Sietz said.

“It’s important to coordinate 
around the expectations for 
both,” Higgins said.

Having a good balance 
between school and sports 
is hard to maintain, but most 
student athletes have to do it 
every day.

Having a good sleep schedule

Every day kids try to go to bed at 
a normal time to get their required 
amount of sleep, but then once 
they finish all the assignments and 
everything they need to do, they 
end up getting significantly less 
sleep than they need.

Students’ sleep schedules 
can vary greatly from person-to-
person, and many students say 
they don’t get enough sleep. How 
much sleep kids get can greatly 
affect their everyday health.

“Eight to nine hours a night. 
Some kids need more; some need 
less,” Health teacher Matthew 
Lattig said.

Not enough sleep can affect 
their health and school work 

more than kids might think. Being 
tired during school leads to lack 
of “concentration, focus  and 
retaining information,” Lattig said.

Many students aren’t able 
to get enough sleep because of 
sports, homework and other extra 
curriculars. Therefore, while at 
school, they aren’t able to do their 
best work.

“I get six hours of sleep,” 
sophomore Gracyn Messenger 
said.

From day-to-day, the amount 
of sleep people get changes 
according to what they did the 
night before and other factors. 
This factor makes students’ sleep 
schedules very unbalanced.

“I think I would be more 
productive if I got more sleep, but 
it can vary from six to eight hours,” 

Messenger said.
To feel the most awake each 

day, having a consistent sleep 
schedule is very important. 
“Throwing off a regular sleep 
schedule can make it harder 
to fall asleep come bedtime,” 
acording to sleep.org

writer sophie agourrame
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       how tired students handle their lack of sleep                   

Junior Addie E. passes the ball. They 
won the game. “Sports are time 
consuming,“ Eve Dickerson said. 
Photo credit: Irem Yilmaz

Percent of students getting more than 
nine hours of sleep per night
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source:DrCraigcanapari.com
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Teaching the teachers

Professional development days 
are a staple of the school year with 
three days per year dedicated to 
teaching staff members in the 
district.

These days are used for the 
staff to learn more about issues 
directly affecting the school. 
Our staff members teach these 
learning opportunities to provide 
a better culture around the school.

History teacher and wrestling 
coach Scott Tressler said that 
administrators and colleagues 
help with “teaching us about 
issues with our students that we 
need to be better informed on,” as 
well as “building initiatives to have 
better culture in our building.”

The day begins at 7:30 a.m. with 
a meeting, followed by sessions for 
the staff members to attend which 
can focus on a variety of topics, 
all meant to educate the staff on 
things to improve.

“Everyone meets in the theater 
first thing for an all staff short 
meeting. Teachers then attend 
each of the three sessions (45 
minutes) offered during the 
morning,” Assistant Principal 
Christine Tartt said. “After 
lunch, teachers work with their 
departments.”

The three days a year give the 
staff a chance for development in 
teaching and in learning that are 
valued by the administration. They 
provide them with new ideas that 
can be effectively implemented in 
their classrooms and around the 
school.

“The professional development 
days are an excellent opportunity 
for  the district to provide 
meaningful and valuable 
strategies and ideas to teachers,” 
Tartt said.

Tartt explained that 
professional development days 
are very important to the school 
and that “OLSD does an excellent 
job of prioritizing the growth of 
their staff and providing learning 
opportunities to facilitate this.”

These development days have 
a yearly focus, and while previous 
years have focused on the three 
pillars of discussion and feedback, 
this year’s topic is self-regulation.

This focus was chosen because 
it was requested by teachers 
to focus specifically on social-
emotional learning and how that 

writer emma clute
designer grace parsons

Director of Professional Learning, Vince DeTillio leads teachers in a group 
activity on Thursday, Oct. 3. Photo by Carissa Long

can affect students and staff.
“Self-care and reflection are 

key to success in education for 
teachers and students,” Tartt said.

Self-regulation being the focus 
can help teachers to better know 
how to interact with their students 
in different situations. This can be 
beneficial for both the staff and 
the students.

“We hope that the professional 
development provides resources 
for teachers to help students with 
social and emotional learning 
needs and tools for students to 
self-reflect on their behaviors and 
learning,” Tartt said.

The impact of these 
collaborative days is felt with the 
staff members all throughout the 
school and are thought of as very 
important to the structure of the 
teaching here.

“I believe that sometimes we 
get caught up in the day-to-day 
and miss some important changes 
that are happening,” Tressler said. 
“I believe the PD days try to help us 
highlight things we may miss.”English teachers and PE teacher 

Ginger Frye participate in a group 
activity. Photo by Carissa Long
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To Lock or Not to lock

The bell rings, students flood 
out of classrooms chatting and 
socializing, they head to their 
next class...and stop. There’s a 
traffic jam, but nobody is worried, 
because this happens every day.

The overcrowding in the 
hallways is no new occurrence, 
and it seems there is no way to 
alleviate it. However, there is one 
possible solution, and it lies within 
the lockers. They line every hallway, 
taking up nearly a foot of space off 
the walls.

Not many kids still use them 
due to the distance between 
their classes, the time it takes to 
shove through the hallways to 
get there and the ability to bring 
their backpacks to each one. 
Sophomore Abby Schroff said 
she’d seen, “probably five different 
people,” using the lockers in the 

past year. 
The proposed idea is to simply 

remove all or most of the lockers 
to give extra space in the hallways 
for students to move around in. 
While it would be costly up front, 
it would help both the school 
population and the custodial staff 
that cleans and repairs the lockers 
themselves. 

Second Shift Lead Custodian 
Kathy Mickey said that cleaning 
the lockers, “does take quite a 
bit of time,” and that she wants 
to remove, “at least most of the 
lockers because kids are hardly 
using them anymore”. 

While some agreed that 
we should remove the lockers, 
Director of Business Management 
and Facilities for the district Jeffrey 
Gordon wasn’t sure much would 
be solved. 

He half agreed, saying that 
even if the lockers were taken out, 
“There would still be pinch points 
at each doorway as you traveled 
down the hallway,” however, “It 
would create a little bit of space 
on each side of the hallway for 
students to congregate if they 
made a point of moving to the 
side when they stop to interact in 
the hallway.”

There were a few alternate 
ideas suggested, from schedule 
shifts, or following other schools’ 
solutions. 

Spanish teacher Angie Jackson 
originally suggested, “They could 
possibly shift schedules. Freshmen 
and sophomores run on one 
schedule, and upperclassmen 
run on a different schedule.” She 
later recounted the idea, saying 
that it would be a, “scheduling 
nightmare for administrators and 
counselors.”

The main concern, both with 

Jackson and Schroff, are the few 
kids who actually use their lockers. 

Jackson said, “Some athletes 
need a place to store their athletic 
gear and uniforms and in addition, 
throughout the winter, students 
need a place to stash a winter 
coat that they don’t want to carry 
around all day.”

A solution to this is to simply 
remove some of the lockers, such 
as the ones in the academic wings 
and have lockers available for 
students to apply to use that would 
be in the business and performing 
arts wings.

In the end, regardless of their 
opinions on the lockers, everybody 
agreed that the money could 
ultimately be better used to 
improve the schools. Still, as the 
school population grows, and the 
hallways become more and more 
clogged, this may be a solution 
that will have to be implemented.  

writer greyson thagard
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A row of lockers in the English wing. 
Director of Business and Facilities for 
the district Jeffrey Gordon said that 
removing the lockers themselves 
would need to be during a summer 
break and that it would take a, “good 
portion of the summer break to 
complete.”
Photo Credit: Greyson Thagard

A group of students pauses in the 
hallway to chat between classes. 
Junior Alexa R. said removing the 
lockers would be helpful, because 
there would be more space along 
the sides of the hallway to step out 
between classes to talk, and, “so we 
don’t get bumped into while we chat.”
Photo Credit: Greyson Thagard
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A new desire for change
writer emma clute
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The movement to limit single 

use plastic straws has become the 
latest pro-environmental push in 
recent months. With alternatives 
like metal, bamboo, and paper, 
plastic straws are becoming less 
popular. 

This movement has caught 
the attention of many people 
because changing the type of 
straw used is easy and better for 
the environment. 

Sophomore Ashley Graham 
said a lot of people use substitutes 
for plastic straws because it 
helps with “saving animals (and) 
helping things grow.” 

The school cafeteria uses 
plastic straws because they are 
at the appropriate price point 

with their vendors. Finding other 
vendors could be a long process.

Food Service Manager Christine 

Swenson said that the Food 
Department has to operate under 
guidelines that, “require us to 
procure products from approved 
vendors,” and that, “if our approved 
vendor does not carry that type of 
straw, it would take some time to 
find an alternative.”

With the good that metal 

straws bring, there are also some 
negative effects.

The material used to 
construct the straws is mined, 
which contributes to, “all sorts of 
environmental destruction, from 
deforestation to water pollution,” 
AP Environmental Science teacher 
Jessica Timmons said.

There are many other 
substitutes, even to metal, 
but they bring their own set of 
consequences. 

“A lot of people don’t think 
about all of the processes it took to 
extract the material, manufacture 
and then ship it,” Timmons said.

With all the negative effects of 
the alternative straws, there’s still 
problems with the environment.

Timmons had one solution, 
“Don’t use straws. Period.”

Saving the environment 

Finding alternatives to plastic 
straws has not been the only 
environmental push in recent 
years: the initiative to recycle more 
has been very popular and is only 
getting more momentum.

At the high school, recycling 
is done on a small scale with 
paper and cardboard, but they 
are handled separately. The 
cardboard is picked up from a bin 
outside by Rumpke and the paper 
for recycling is picked up from 
the classrooms by Intervention 
Specialist Kelly Hoffman’s class.

“My class collects paper 
recycling every day on a rotating 
schedule,” Hoffman said. “Each 
classroom should be picked up 

once a week. We put the paper in 
the bin outside in the parking lot.”

Once it is put in the bin, the 
janitorial staff communicates that 
to the front office. 

Head Custodian Roger Gill then 
said, the company “Paper Retriever 
comes to pick it up.”

But while recycling with paper 
and cardboard exists at the high 
school, there is no set program in 
place. As a result, many people 
involved the recycling aren’t very 
well connected and the process 
doesn’t work as efficiently as it 
could.

Once the paper is dropped off 
in the bin, Hoffman explained, she 
doesn’t know where it went next. 

Gill also explained that if the 
paper doesn’t get picked up, 
Paper Retriever has to be called to 

writer emma clute
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consistency is key to a recycling program

“ “Environmental 
Science teacher 

Jessica Timmons 
had one solution, 

‘Don’ts use straws. 
Period.’

retrieve it.
One of the main reasons 

why the school doesn’t have an 
established recycling program 
is money. It would cost more to 
recycle on a bigger scale with 
things other than paper and 
cardboard.

“It obviously isn’t ‘cost effective’ 
for our district to recycle other 
materials,”  AP Environmental 
Science teacher Jessica Timmons 
said.

Costs aside, establishing a plan 
of action would emphasize that 
recycling is the standard.

Tartt agrees, saying that a 
recycling program would “set a 
good example of what we should 
be doing as community members 
and as an organization.”
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 what are you doing for halloween?

Pioneer Pride Winners: September Students of the Month:

Anna Plumb, Serenity Thomas, Lauren 
Goelz, Ian Chovan, Leila Glass, Joy 

Gimei, Rafee Zafar, Nicolas Melcher, 
Leen Marshal

Permission to print from PNGAll.com

“I plan to sit on my roof and 
throw candy to children...if my 

mom says yes,” sophomore Erin 
Parsons said. 

“I’m hosting a Halloween party,” 
senior Savannah Kirby said.

“Sleeping,” freshman 
Alan Deutschendorf said.

“I’m handmaking a costume 
to wear when I pass out candy 
with my friend,” junior Hayden 

Mong said.

Elijah Payne, Jordan Bethel, Celeste Conley, Khan Lee, 
Nathan Reed, Erica Boling, Ethan Vinicky, Branon Hale, 
Devin Owens, Abigail Schroff, Mosa Aladamen, Wilson 

Baker, Evan Hall, Tony Liou, Owen Stansifer, Sydney Titus, 
Leen Mashal, Luke Woolard, Kenny Martin, Cole Lewis, Jet 

Lopeman, Tanner Lester, Matthew Dorado, Adit Anup, 
Carter Pedela, Jack Almond, Carson Graham, Aubrie 

Cooper, Alexandra Boffo


